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Briggs Ranches
Summer Newsletter l July 2025

Saludos Amigos,

After a long dry spell, South Texas has finally received some much-needed rain in recent weeks.  Allowing for green 
grass in parts of Texas that have gone without for far too long.  Meanwhile, the national cattle markets are at an all-time 
high and we don’t foresee that changing anytime soon. 

Last Fall, Briggs Ranches experienced tremendous success at our annual production sale.  We sold just over 250 
head of commercial females, averaging $2,760 per head.  Demand for our Brangus and Santa Gertrudis bulls was also 
strong, with an average price of $7,003 per head.  Our Friday night event at the annual Tri-Star Sale drew a full house, 
and cattle sold exceptionally well, averaging $7,156 per head.  These results serve as a strong indicator for future cattle 
sales and help guide our nationwide livestock marketing strategy moving forward.

This year’s Spring Texas Alliance Sale was one for the history books at Briggs Ranch.  With strong demand for com-
mercial heifers, ranchers and beef producers are actively rebuilding their herds after an extended drought in South 
Texas that led to widespread selloffs and reduced cattle numbers both locally and nationwide.  At the sale, commercial 
heifers averaged an impressive $3,135 per head.  Brangus and Santa Gertrudis bulls reached a record-high average of 
$7,543.48 per head – the highest we’ve ever seen.  The current cattle market continues to show strong numbers, and 
as we look ahead to the fall, there’s optimism that prices will remain strong or possibly even surpass today’s figures. 

We’re currently evaluating cattle for the 22nd Annual Bull and Commercial Female Sale, and this year’s event is shap-
ing up to be one of our strongest offerings yet.  The bulls under consideration form a stout, impressive set that we’re 
incredibly proud of – and we can’t wait to showcase them to the industry.  In addition to the bulls, we plan to offer 300 
commercial heifers, representing some of the best female cattle we’re raised in recent years.  This year’s sale will also 
feature a select group of Brangus crossbreds, including Santa Gertrudis x Brangus and Santa Gertrudis x Red Angus 
crosses.  We’re proud of the genetics and quality we’ve assembled and are excited to offer these cattle to you and 
fellow ranchers looking at restock and strengthen their herds across Texas and the Southern U.S.  With the diverse 
lineup in this year’s pens, you might say we’re aiming to be the “H.E.B” of cattle sales – offering a little something for 
everyone. 

In this year’s newsletter you will get to know one of our Consigners Harris Riverbend Farms. David and Lauri Harris 
have been a part of our annual production sale since we first started hosted the Tri Star sale in 1994. You will also get 
to know our General Manger and Assistant Manager and how they came to be a part of Briggs Ranches.

Each year, we look forward to the opportunity to reconnect with old friends and welcome new ones, sharing in the 
fellowship that brings our ranching families together across the industry.  We warmly invite you to join us this fall for 
our Annual Tri-Star Sale and the Bull and Commercial Heifer Sale, taking place October 24th, 25th at Briggs Ranch in 
Bloomington.

BRIGGS RANCHES
Joe Jones - General Manager:  (O) 361.897.1337 l (C) 361.550.0994
Kelsey Cawley:  (O) 361.897.1337 l (C) 361.649.9778
Tol Cawley:  (O) 361.897.1337 l (C) (936)581-1174
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JOE JONES
As a South Texas native, Joe Jones was born and raised in Charlotte, Texas, a small town about an hour South 
of San Antonio.  In 1978, Joe graduated from Texas A & I in Kingsville, Texas, with a Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Agricultural Education.  After graduation, he began working for the Santa Gertrudis Breeders International 
(SGBI) as a field classifier.  This position allowed him to travel throughout the United States as well as Central 
and South America classifying cattle for breed registration with the goal of breed improvement in mind. 

In 1983, Joe was approached by the Briggs family and offered the position of Assistant Manager.  Following 
the untimely death of Mac Woods in 1988, Joe assumed the managerial responsibilities of the ranching oper-
ations.  Over the last 42 years, Joe has had one major goal in mind; producing sound functional cattle for not 
only the seedstock producers but the commercial cattleman.  Focusing on top quality bulls and females capable of performing in the most 
challenging ranching environments.  It has been due to his keen eye for structure and quality; Joe has been able to represent Briggs Ranches 
as a judge at major Livestock shows in both North and South America.

In 1994, Briggs Ranches became the host of the Annual Tri-Star Santa Gertrudis Sale.  This sale has always been dedicated to selling the most 
elite quality cattle for seedstock producers.  However, in pursuit of his broader goal to serve both seedstock producers and commercial cat-
tlemen, Joe, along with his consigning partners, introduced the Bull and Commercial Heifer Sale in 2004.  Today, this sale has the capability of 
selling over 400 top quality head of bulls and females to producers all over world.

 Joe has always been a staunch supporter of the 4H and FFA programs, knowing these participants are the future of our industry.  Over 25 
years ago, Joe started the first and one of the largest County Commercial Heifer Shows and Sales in Victoria County.  A program which has now 
been replicated in numerous counties across the state.  In conjunction to volunteering in areas that serve the youth of agriculture, Joe has also 
served on the Houston Livestock Show Bull & Commercial Heifer Sale committee, numerous SGBI committees, and is also a past SGBI Board 
member.  In 2014 Joe was inducted into the Santa Gertrudis Breeders International Hall of Fame for his dedication to the breed.  

Reaffirming his commitment to producing top-tier cattle for both seedstock and commercial cattlemen, Joe, alongside Assistant Manager Tol 
Cawley, took a significant step forward in 2016 by introducing Black Brangus cattle into the operation.  The integration of Brangus genetics 
not only strengthened the quality and adaptability of the herds but also allowed the operation to tap into numerous other market sectors 
more effectively.  One of the most notable outcomes of this expansion was the success development and promotion of the Super American 
cross – a blend of Santa Gertrudis and Brangus genetics – which has seen strong demand and performance across the Southeastern United 
States due to its versatility, hardiness, and overall production efficiency.

Aside from his accomplishments in the cattle industry, his first love has always been family.  Joe married his wife, Laura, in 1980 and later wel-
comed daughters Jacklyn and Kelsey.  Once the girls came of age, the family spent many years hauling show cattle to many of the Texas Major 
shows as well as attending the National Junior Santa Gertrudis Heifer Show every summer.  In the more recent years, Joe has been promoted 
to his most cherished title of “Poppy” to his grandchildren: Jax, Jace (Kelsey’s sons) and Jayden (Jacklyn’s daughter).  Joe’s lifelong mission of 
producing top-quality cattle remains steadfast, but it has grown to encompass a broader purpose – passing on his knowledge and passion 
to the next generation.  His focus now includes mentoring and guiding his grandchildren, ensuring that the values, dedication and pursuit of 
excellence he has upheld continue well into the future.

‘TOL’ CAWLEY
James Tolliver “Tol” Cawley was born and raised in Crockett, Texas.  Cawley, a descendent of a multi-genera-
tional ranching family in West Texas dates back to the 1850s. Tol grew up on the Stalwart Ranch, which at one 
time was once the largest registered Brangus operation in the United States. Tol graduated from Tarleton State 
University in 2011.  He was on a full ride rodeo scholarship, graduating with a Bachelors of Science degree in 
Animal Science. He went on to pursue a career in Professional Rodeo, competing against the best cowboys 
and livestock in the world. As his young rodeo career began to take shape, his adventures took him all over the 
United States and Canada. Tol competed at the world’s most legendary rodeos and building a successful net-
work of ranching and agriculture producers across the continent. While traveling across the country rodeoing, 
Tol launched and maintained a successful fencing business in West and South Texas. 

In 2016, Tol hung his hat in Bloomington, Texas, where he was offered the position of Assistant Ranch Manager with Briggs Ranches.  Briggs 
Ranches is the second - largest Santa Gertrudis operations in the United States. He along with his wife, Kelsey, and their two children, Riley Jax 
and Jace Tolliver have made Bloomington their home.

Also in 2016, Tol had an idea to bolster the cattle herds at Briggs Ranches.  He brought in Brangus cattle to Briggs Ranches, introducing up 
to 150 registered Brangus cows. His idea and executed plan provided bulls for the annual production sales and replacement bulls for the 
ranch.  Cawley’s Brangus plan has proven to be a success for Briggs Ranches and not only improving the quality of genetics but increased 

(Continued on page 4)
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HARRIS RIVERBEND FARMS
Harris Riverbend Farms is a family-owned ranching operation with locations in 
North Central Texas. Our herd was established in the 1970s as a commercial 
cattle operation. The 1980s brought a desire to become a seed- stock provider. 
Originally purchased as commercial replacements Santa Gertrudis proved to 
be our best option. With a heavy influence of Briggs foundation females, we 
gradually transitioned into a purebred cattle ranch. In 2016 we started  building 
a Brangus herd to provided bulls to the commercial cattlemen.

Santa Gertrudis genetics continue to be our base for both commercial and 
purebred herds. We strive to raise high quality, attractive cattle full of perfor-
mance. In our early years, the show ring was very important and the best pro-
motional tool. We bred several champions that created important cow families. 
From Abrian’s show string, notable cow families 724, 066, 089 and 003 were 
established. To ensure quality we utilize ET, AI, performance testing, ultrasound, 
carcass data and EPD’s to make sound herd decisions. We want cattle to have 
show ring looks, but stay efficient in the pasture. 

We have been very blessed to have three, going on four generations in the cattle industry. As 
the business changes, we must also evolve. We strongly support and believe in bos indicus 
cattle. We use a dual breed platform. We are excited to be supplier of both Santa Gertrudis 
and Brangus genetics. 

As a family, we ranch around 250 Santa Gertrudis and 50 head of Brangus cows. Partnered 
with San Jose Cattle Co., we have 250 heard of commercial replacement heifers. Our commer-
cial herds are represented by both Santa Gertrudis and Brangus genetics. 

We at Harris Farms are very fortunate to be involved in the cattle industry. Conditions and 
markets change. However, old friends and relationships seldom do.

MARCH 17, 2026
Save the date for the 
Texas Alliance Bull 
and Commerical Fe-
male Sale in Bloom-
ington, Texas.  Offer-
ing Santa Gertrudis 
and Brangus bulls 
in conjunction with 
Cavender Ranches.
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PO Box 609
Bloomington, TX 77951

B R I G G S
R A N C H E S

OCTOBER 24TH-25TH
We hope everyone will be able to join us this October 24th for our annual Tri Star sale. The sale will start at 
5PM.  The Bull and Commercial Female Sale will be on October 25th at 11 AM. We look forward to seeing 
everyone there.

CONTACTS
BRIGGS RANCHES

Joe Jones - General Manager:  (O) 361.897.1337 l (C) 361.550.0994
Kelsey Cawley:  (O) 361.897.1337 l (C) 361.649.9778
Tol Cawley:  (O) 361.897.1337 l (C) (936)581-1174

the bottom line for the ranch as well.  As Assistant General Manager at the Briggs Ranches, one of Tol’s main and largest responsibilities is the 
management of the Traylor Division in Bloomington.  The Traylor Division is the main headquarters of the Briggs’ operations.  He also helps 
oversee Briggs’ two other divisions. The San Roque Division is located in Catarina, Texas just east of Carrizo Springs and the San Carlos Division 
is located in Rio Grande City, Texas, fall under his purview as well. He is also responsible for building and maintaining the annual budgets for 
the division’s operations and with the production of our annual productions sales. The Texas Alliance Sale, which takes place in the spring 
season, and the Bull and Commercial Female Sale which takes place in the fall.  These two sales are able to produces sales of over 500 head of 
commercial females and 200 head of Brangus and Santa Gertrudis bulls to the commercial cattle industry from Briggs Ranches alone. 

Tol is actively involved in other avenues of the cattle industry.  He currently serves on the Houston Livestock Show Bull and Commercial Heifer 
Sale Committee, the Victoria (Texas) Livestock Show Commercial Heifer Sale Committee, and was recently elected to the Texas Brangus Breed-
er Association Board of Directors in 2024. 

Mr. Cawley is also very active within the cattle Industry in traveling across the southern United States and representing Briggs Ranches at 
Seedstock and Commercial cattle sales.

(Continued from page 2)


